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S. 2101 

At the request of Mr. DONNELLY, the 
names of the Senator from Georgia 
(Mr. ISAKSON), the Senator from New 
Hampshire (Ms. HASSAN), the Senator 
from Kansas (Mr. MORAN) and the Sen-
ator from Nevada (Ms. CORTEZ MASTO) 
were added as cosponsors of S. 2101, a 
bill to award a Congressional Gold 
Medal, collectively, to the crew of the 
USS Indianapolis, in recognition of 
their perseverance, bravery, and serv-
ice to the United States. 

S. 2127 

At the request of Ms. MURKOWSKI, the 
names of the Senator from Nevada (Mr. 
HELLER) and the Senator from Illinois 
(Ms. DUCKWORTH) were added as cospon-
sors of S. 2127, a bill to award a Con-
gressional Gold Medal, collectively, to 
the United States merchant mariners 
of World War II, in recognition of their 
dedicated and vital service during 
World War II. 

S. 2128 

At the request of Mr. HATCH, the 
name of the Senator from Colorado 
(Mr. GARDNER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2128, a bill to improve the co-
ordination and use of geospatial data. 

S. 2174 

At the request of Mr. YOUNG, the 
name of the Senator from Illinois (Ms. 
DUCKWORTH) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2174, a bill to direct the Secretary 
of Veterans Affairs to conduct a study 
on the Veterans Crisis Line. 

S. 2265 

At the request of Mr. CRUZ, the name 
of the Senator from California (Mrs. 
FEINSTEIN) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 2265, a bill to promote democracy 
and the rule of law in Nicaragua, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 2276 

At the request of Mr. YOUNG, the 
names of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. HOEVEN) and the Senator 
from New Hampshire (Ms. HASSAN) 
were added as cosponsors of S. 2276, a 
bill to require agencies to submit re-
ports on outstanding recommendations 
in the annual budget justification sub-
mitted to Congress. 

S. 2313 

At the request of Mr. VAN HOLLEN, 
the names of the Senator from Virginia 
(Mr. WARNER), the Senator from Colo-
rado (Mr. GARDNER), the Senator from 
Wisconsin (Ms. BALDWIN), the Senator 
from South Carolina (Mr. GRAHAM), the 
Senator from Delaware (Mr. COONS), 
the Senator from Nebraska (Mr. 
SASSE), the Senator from Iowa (Mr. 
GRASSLEY) and the Senator from Wash-
ington (Ms. CANTWELL) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 2313, a bill to deter for-
eign interference in United States elec-
tions, and for other purposes. 

S. 2577 

At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the 
name of the Senator from Utah (Mr. 
HATCH) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2577, a bill to reauthorize programs au-
thorized under the Debbie Smith Act of 
2004. 

S. 2600 
At the request of Mr. PAUL, the name 

of the Senator from Iowa (Mrs. ERNST) 
was added as a cosponsor of S. 2600, a 
bill to amend the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986 to repeal the excise tax on 
indoor tanning services. 

S. 2620 
At the request of Mr. PETERS, the 

name of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. HOEVEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2620, a bill to establish a 
Federal cyber joint duty program for 
cyber employees of Federal agencies. 

S. 2667 
At the request of Mr. MCCONNELL, 

the name of the Senator from Iowa 
(Mrs. ERNST) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2667, a bill to amend the Agricul-
tural Marketing Act of 1946 to provide 
for State and Tribal regulation of hemp 
production, and for other purposes. 

S. 2823 
At the request of Mr. HATCH, the 

name of the Senator from Montana 
(Mr. DAINES) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2823, a bill to modernize copyright 
law, and for other purposes. 

S. 2863 
At the request of Mr. BLUNT, the 

name of the Senator from Maryland 
(Mr. VAN HOLLEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2863, a bill to require the 
Secretary of the Treasury to mint a 
coin in commemoration of the opening 
of the National Law Enforcement Mu-
seum in the District of Columbia, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 3029 
At the request of Mr. BENNET, the 

name of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 3029, a bill to revise and 
extend the Prematurity Research Ex-
pansion and Education for Mothers 
who deliver Infants Early Act 
(PREEMIE Act). 

S. 3058 
At the request of Mr. CASSIDY, the 

name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr. 
ISAKSON) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
3058, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to eliminate the re-
quirement that the taxpayer’s basis in 
a building be reduced by the amount of 
the rehabilitation credit determined 
with respect to such building. 

S. 3166 
At the request of Mrs. ERNST, the 

names of the Senator from Louisiana 
(Mr. CASSIDY) and the Senator from 
Utah (Mr. HATCH) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 3166, a bill to award a 
Congressional Gold Medal, collectively, 
to the United States Army Rangers 
Veterans of World War II in recogni-
tion of their extraordinary service dur-
ing World War II. 

S. 3172 
At the request of Mr. PORTMAN, the 

name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. ROUNDS) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 3172, a bill to amend title 
54, United States Code, to establish, 
fund, and provide for the use of 
amounts in a National Park Service 

Legacy Restoration Fund to address 
the maintenance backlog of the Na-
tional Park Service, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 3198 
At the request of Mr. LEE, the name 

of the Senator from Georgia (Mr. 
PERDUE) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
3198, a bill to require annual reports on 
allied contributions to the common de-
fense, and for other purposes. 

S. 3207 
At the request of Mr. NELSON, the 

name of the Senator from Florida (Mr. 
RUBIO) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
3207, a bill to amend the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 to allow for the 
deferment of certain student loans dur-
ing a period in which a borrower is re-
ceiving treatment for cancer. 

S. 3225 
At the request of Mrs. MURRAY, the 

names of the Senator from Oregon (Mr. 
MERKLEY) and the Senator from Penn-
sylvania (Mr. CASEY) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 3225, a bill to ensure the 
humane treatment of pregnant women 
by reinstating the presumption of re-
lease and prohibiting shackling, re-
straining, and other inhumane treat-
ment of pregnant detainees. 

S. 3227 
At the request of Ms. HARRIS, the 

name of the Senator from Colorado 
(Mr. BENNET) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 3227, a bill to reunite families sep-
arated at or near ports of entry. 

S. RES. 572 
At the request of Mr. KENNEDY, the 

names of the Senator from South Caro-
lina (Mr. GRAHAM), the Senator from 
Arizona (Mr. FLAKE) and the Senator 
from Nebraska (Mr. SASSE) were added 
as cosponsors of S. Res. 572, a resolu-
tion supporting the officers and per-
sonnel who carry out the important 
mission of U.S. Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. BARRASSO (for himself, 
Mr. GARDNER, and Mr. DAINES): 

S. 3229. A bill to enhance the security 
of the United States and its allies, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, last 
week, President Trump was in Europe 
meeting with other NATO leaders. One 
of the major issues he raised was the 
need to bolster energy security 
throughout NATO. He specifically 
talked about a natural gas pipeline 
that the Russians are building between 
Russia and Germany. It is called the 
Nord Stream II Pipeline. I have been 
talking about this pipeline for years. 

President Trump was absolutely 
right to bring up this important sub-
ject. Here is how the Boston Herald put 
it in an editorial over the weekend: 
‘‘Trump’s testy, tough talk to NATO 
on point.’’ They say the President’s 
tough talk was absolutely on point. 

The President pointed out that Ger-
many relies on natural gas for a sub-
stantial amount of its energy needs. 
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More than half of Germany’s natural 
gas imports come from Russia. With 
this new pipeline, Germany will actu-
ally increase its dependence on Russian 
gas. Russia will have more of an influ-
ence on Germany. 

Germany and other countries are 
members of NATO, and the reason they 
are members of NATO is to protect 
themselves against Russian aggression. 
So if you are Germany, why would you 
want to become more dependent on 
Russia when you joined NATO and have 
been a member of NATO for years to 
protect against Russia aggression? It 
seems that Germany has turned around 
now and given Russia influence over its 
energy security. 

President Trump pointed out how 
strange it seems. I think it seems 
strange to other members of NATO, 
and it seems strange to people all 
across the country. No one who under-
stands the facts can say that President 
Trump is wrong. President Trump is 
right. His tough talk to NATO was on 
point. Even the Obama administration 
knew it. The rest of NATO knows it. 
Even Germany knows it. When one 
country allows another aggressive, op-
portunistic country like Russia to have 
that kind of influence over its energy 
security, I believe it is asking for trou-
ble. Germany seems to be betting that 
increasing its economic ties to the 
Kremlin will have no effect on the po-
litical manipulations that Russia 
wants to play on Europe. I think it is 
a sucker’s bet. 

Energy security is national security. 
Energy security is called the master 
resource for a reason. It powers our 
country. It powers our economy. It is 
an instrument of power. It is a force 
multiplier. It is important for the 
United States and our allies around the 
world to have that correct under-
standing of energy and the impact that 
it has globally as a geopolitical weap-
on. We have seen Russia in the past use 
its natural gas as a geopolitical weap-
on. Russia threatens other countries. It 
extorts money from them. It bullies 
them. Russians then can tell their cus-
tomers: Do what we say, or we turn off 
the tap and we shut off your gas. They 
have done it in the past. 

It also means a lot of money going 
from our NATO allies straight into the 
Kremlin’s pocket. That is money they 
could be using instead to fund aggres-
sion in Europe and other parts of the 
world. That is what Russia wants to do 
with the money, if they get that money 
from Germany, from the energy. They 
use the money against us and against 
our NATO allies. 

This new pipeline, I believe, was all 
the desire of the Russian people—and 
specifically of Vladimir Putin—to put 
our NATO allies much more under Rus-
sia’s control. With the new pipeline, 
Russia is seeking to make Germany 
and the rest of Europe even more de-
pendent and even more susceptible to 
this kind of Russian coercion. 

The Wall Street Journal had an edi-
torial on the subject last week. They 

wrote that ‘‘the embarrassment for 
Berlin and NATO is that Germany is so 
happy to help Vladimir Putin execute 
this plan.’’ That is the embarrassment 
for Berlin and the embarrassment for 
NATO. They said: ‘‘Usually hostages 
need to be taken, instead of volun-
teering.’’ But that is what Germany is 
doing right now—volunteering to be 
Russia’s hostage. That is exactly right. 

Europe needs new energy, new energy 
security, and a new energy source. 
They need diversity. That is what the 
European Union needs. They need di-
versity in both the types of energy— 
that is what our NATO allies need—di-
versity in the types of energy that they 
use and where they get their energy 
from. That is how countries ensure 
that their own long-term economic 
health and independence is sound. 

Russia has a right to compete in the 
world market for energy. The trouble 
starts when Russia gets so much of the 
market in some of these European 
countries that they become a monop-
oly in terms of the way they act. Rus-
sia is the largest supplier of natural 
gas to Europe. Across Europe, nearly 40 
percent of the natural gas imports 
come from Russia. So Russia has in-
credible control. In some countries, it 
is virtually 100 percent. 

Countries like Germany should be re-
ducing the amount of natural gas they 
buy from Russia, not increasing it, but 
that is what this Nord Stream II Pipe-
line between Russia and Germany does. 
It increases the amount of natural gas 
Germany will be buying from Russia. 

Germany should absolutely reject the 
Nord Stream II Pipeline as part of 
their reduction of dependence on Rus-
sia. That would help shrink the influ-
ence and the threat Russia continually 
poses to our NATO allies. It would also 
help our other allies in the region be-
cause, right now, a lot of Russian gas 
travels through pipelines that cross 
Ukraine and other countries into Cen-
tral Europe. These countries make 
money from the gas crossing their ter-
ritory, and they get a lot of their en-
ergy through these pipelines as well. 
But remember, Russia has invaded 
parts of eastern Ukraine. Russia has 
taken over Crimea. If Russia has their 
other new pipeline to help export its 
natural gas, it can shut off the revenue 
for countries, such as Ukraine, and 
shut off their energy completely. 

Remember, one of the things Presi-
dent Trump has done, which I think 
has been helpful and which I had been 
calling for for years during the Obama 
administration, is actually provide le-
thal weapons to Ukraine to deal with 
the incursions coming from Russia to 
eastern Ukraine. Vladimir Putin actu-
ally cut off natural gas supplies to 
Ukraine in 2006, 2009, and 2014. He in-
vaded Ukraine and annexed Crimea in 
part to cut off access to the natural gas 
and oil resources. 

This is a pattern Vladimir Putin has 
of using energy as a weapon, and the 
best defense against this weapon is for 
these countries in Europe to have the 

kind of energy diversity and energy se-
curity that I have recommended. 

In March, I wrote a letter to the 
Treasury and State Departments en-
couraging the Trump administration to 
look at ways to stop the construction 
of the Nord Stream II Pipeline. That is 
what we need to do—stop the construc-
tion of the pipeline. It was a bipartisan 
effort, and 39 Senators from both par-
ties signed on to the letter to express 
our concerns to President Trump about 
what was happening between Russia 
and Germany. 

Today, I take the next concrete step 
and introduce legislation to do four 
very important things. 

First, the legislation directs our rep-
resentatives in NATO to work to 
achieve energy security for our part-
ners throughout Europe and Eurasia. 

Second, it calls for a comprehensive 
strategy that involves increasing 
American energy exports to these 
countries being held hostage by Russia. 

Third, it requires the Energy Sec-
retary to speed up approvals of Amer-
ican natural gas exports to our NATO 
allies and other countries. 

Finally, it authorizes mandatory 
U.S. sanctions on the development of 
Russian energy pipelines like Nord 
Stream II. 

It is in the national security inter-
ests of our country to help our allies 
reduce their dependence on Russian en-
ergy. Where those countries don’t see 
it for themselves, we need to show 
them how important it is for their own 
security. Our NATO alliance is strong. 
A robust energy security strategy will 
make it even stronger. 

When Vladimir Putin looks at nat-
ural gas, he doesn’t think natural gas; 
he thinks politics, he thinks money, 
and he thinks power, because that is 
how he equates the energy he supplies 
to these countries, on which they have 
become so dependent—money, power, 
politics. 

Germany and other countries in Eu-
rope and NATO should be doing all 
they can to diversify their sources of 
energy so they can help reduce the 
threat Russia poses to them. The 
United States should do all we can by 
exporting our abundant natural gas to 
our allies as quickly as possible. We 
have more than enough natural gas to 
meet our own needs and to export to 
our friends around the world. We can 
boost the security of our NATO allies 
and our friends around the world, and 
we should be doing it. We can do it 
through a peaceful process and a peace-
ful means without spending tax dollars, 
while at the same time growing our 
American economy with the produc-
tion of American energy. 

When President Trump came to of-
fice, he said: It is no longer about en-
ergy security or energy independence; 
it is about energy dominance. Given 
what we have been blessed with in this 
country and the amount of energy and 
resources we have, we have an oppor-
tunity and, I believe, an obligation to 
use that energy wisely and produc-
tively. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 05:58 Jul 19, 2018 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00042 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G18JY6.027 S18JYPT1



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S5069 July 18, 2018 
Vladimir Putin thinks about energy 

as money, as power, and as politics, 
and I think that what we need to do 
with the resources we have, as I am in-
troducing in this legislation today, is a 
very commonsense approach. 

By Mr. KAINE: 
S. 3234. A bill to provide at-risk and 

disconnected youth with subsidized 
summer and year-round employment 
and to assist local community partner-
ships in improving high school gradua-
tion and youth employment rates, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee 
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions. 

Mr. KAINE. Mr. President, nearly 5 
million young people ages 16 to 24, or 1 
in 9 youth, are disconnected from both 
school and work. These disconnected 
youth often face significant barriers; 
they are three times more likely than 
other youth to have a disability, twice 
as likely to live below the federal pov-
erty threshold, and significantly more 
likely to live in racially segregated 
neighborhoods. Disconnection can 
leave young people without the entry- 
level work experience and post-sec-
ondary credentials they need to suc-
ceed in the workforce and with signifi-
cantly less lifetime earnings than the 
typical worker. 

Disconnection also imposes signifi-
cant costs on affected young people, 
their communities, and the overall 
economy. According to Measure of 
America, in 2013, youth disconnection 
resulted in $26.8 billion in public ex-
penditures, including spending on 
health care, public assistance, and in-
carceration. 

Dedicated Federal funding to support 
summer and year-long employment for 
youth can help to mitigate and prevent 
disconnection, as well as help young 
people, their communities, and the 
economy to flourish and develop our 
future workforce. Twenty years ago, 
dedicated Federal funding supported an 
estimated 500,000 summer jobs for 
youth. However, when the Workforce 
Investment Act of 1998 (WIA) elimi-
nated Federal stand-alone funding, par-
ticipation in summer youth employ-
ment programs dropped by 50 to 90 per-
cent in most local areas. Through tar-
geted resources and supports, including 
funding for summer and year-long em-
ployment and comprehensive supports 
for youth, we can move closer as a 
country toward reconnecting the mil-
lions of young people who have slipped 
through the cracks and prevent dis-
connection from occurring in the first 
place. 

This is why I am pleased to introduce 
today The Opening Doors for Youth 
Act. The Opening Doors for Youth Act 
aims to assist the 5 million at-risk 
young people who are disconnected 
from both school and work find sum-
mer or year-long jobs that help them 
to succeed in future careers. The bill 
provides, Federal funding so local com-
munities can create partnerships with 
businesses, mentoring, financial lit-

eracy planning, and other supportive 
services. Through the partnerships, 
workforce boards can use funds to 
cover up to 75 percent of wages for each 
eligible young person participating in 
the program. 

Young people play a critical role in 
our economy and communities and we 
must ensure that they have the re-
sources and skills to find and maintain 
jobs that set them up for future suc-
cess. With the right resources, city 
governments, local workforce boards, 
school districts, and employers can 
work together to help us close the em-
ployment gap we’re seeing for at-risk 
young people. I hope that my col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle con-
sider The Opening Doors for Youth Act 
commonsense legislation that moves 
the needle forward on promoting access 
for all youth to meaningful employ-
ment. 

f 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 576—DESIG-
NATING SEPTEMBER 4, 2018, AS 
‘‘NATIONAL POLYCYSTIC KIDNEY 
DISEASE AWARENESS DAY’’, AND 
RAISING AWARENESS AND UN-
DERSTANDING OF POLYCYSTIC 
KIDNEY DISEASE 
Mr. BLUNT (for himself and Mr. NEL-

SON) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary: 

S. RES. 576 

Whereas designating September 4, 2018, as 
‘‘National Polycystic Kidney Disease Aware-
ness Day’’ will raise public awareness and 
understanding of polycystic kidney disease, 
one of the most prevalent, life-threatening 
genetic kidney diseases; 

Whereas National Polycystic Kidney Dis-
ease Awareness Day will help to foster an 
understanding of the impact polycystic kid-
ney disease has on patients and their fami-
lies; 

Whereas polycystic kidney disease is a pro-
gressive, genetic disorder of the kidneys that 
causes damage to the kidneys and the car-
diovascular, endocrine, hepatic, and gastro-
intestinal organ systems; 

Whereas polycystic kidney disease has a 
devastating impact on the health and fi-
nances of people of all ages, and equally af-
fects people of all races, genders, nationali-
ties, geographic locations, and income levels; 

Whereas, of the people diagnosed with 
polycystic kidney disease, approximately 10 
percent have no family history of the dis-
ease, with the disease developing as a spon-
taneous (or new) mutation; 

Whereas there are very few treatments and 
still no cure for polycystic kidney disease, 
which is one of the 4 leading causes of kidney 
failure in the United States; 

Whereas 50 percent of patients with poly-
cystic kidney disease suffer kidney failure at 
an average age of 53, causing a severe strain 
on dialysis and kidney transplantation re-
sources and on the delivery of health care in 
the United States; 

Whereas polycystic kidney disease instills 
in patients fear of an unknown future with a 
life-threatening genetic disease and appre-
hension over possible discrimination, includ-
ing the risk of losing their health and life in-
surance, their jobs, and their chances for 
promotion; 

Whereas countless friends, loved ones, 
spouses, and caregivers of patients with 
polycystic kidney disease must shoulder the 
physical, emotional, and financial burdens 
that polycystic kidney disease causes; 

Whereas the severity of the symptoms of 
polycystic kidney disease and the limited 
public awareness of the disease cause many 
patients to live in denial and forego regular 
visits to their physicians or avoid following 
good health management, which would help 
avoid more severe complications when kid-
ney failure occurs; 

Whereas people who have chronic, life- 
threatening diseases like polycystic kidney 
disease have a predisposition to depression 
because of their anxiety over pain, suffering, 
and premature death; 

Whereas the PKD Foundation and its more 
than 50 volunteer chapters around the 
United States are dedicated to— 

(1) conducting research to find treatments 
and a cure for polycystic kidney disease; 

(2) fostering public awareness and under-
standing of polycystic kidney disease; 

(3) educating patients and their families 
about the disease to improve their treatment 
and care; and 

(4) providing support, including by spon-
soring the annual ‘‘Walk for PKD’’ to raise 
funds for polycystic kidney disease research, 
education, advocacy, and awareness; and 

Whereas the PKD Foundation is partnering 
on September 4, 2018, with sister organiza-
tions in Canada, the Commonwealth of Aus-
tralia, and other countries to increase inter-
national awareness of polycystic kidney dis-
ease: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates September 4, 2018, as ‘‘Na-

tional Polycystic Kidney Disease Awareness 
Day’’; 

(2) supports the goals and ideals of Na-
tional Polycystic Kidney Disease Awareness 
Day to raise public awareness and under-
standing of polycystic kidney disease; 

(3) recognizes the need for additional re-
search to find a cure for polycystic kidney 
disease; and 

(4) encourages all people in the United 
States and interested groups to support Na-
tional Polycystic Kidney Awareness Day 
through appropriate ceremonies and activi-
ties to promote public awareness of poly-
cystic kidney disease, and to foster an under-
standing of the impact of the disease on pa-
tients and their families. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 577—STRONG-
LY RECOMMENDING THAT THE 
UNITED STATES RENEGOTIATE 
THE RETURN OF THE IRAQI JEW-
ISH ARCHIVE TO IRAQ 
Mr. TOOMEY (for himself, Mr. 

BLUMENTHAL, Mr. SCHUMER, and Mr. 
RUBIO) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations: 

S. RES. 577 

Whereas, before the mid-20th century, 
Baghdad had been a center of Jewish life, 
culture, and scholarship, dating back to 721 
B.C.; 

Whereas, as recently as 1940, Jews made up 
25 percent of Baghdad’s population; 

Whereas, in the 1930s and 1940s, under the 
leadership of Rasheed Ali, anti-Jewish dis-
crimination increased drastically, including 
the June 1–2, 1941, Farhud pogrom, in which 
nearly 180 Jews were killed; 

Whereas, in 1948, Zionism was added to the 
Iraqi criminal code as punishable by death; 

Whereas, throughout 1950–1953, Jews were 
allowed to leave Iraq under the condition 
that they renounce their citizenship; 
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